CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.8 

I hereby certify that this Information Disclosure Statement and accompanying documents are 
being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail on this 

, day of January, 2004 and in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Debra Wonsetler 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application: Hickman et al. Group Art Unit: Not Yet Assigned 

Serial No.: 10/698,337 Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 



Filing Date: 



Title: 



October 31, 2003 



WELDING TIP 



Docket No.: 18794-00062 
(Formerly 18794-00094) 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

The information enclosed and cited on the accompanying form PTO-1449 is hereby 
submitted in compliance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98 for consideration by the Examiner 
in coimection with the application. 

We believe that there is no fee for this Information Disclosure Statement. However, if 
that is not correct, please charge any required fees to our Deposit Account No. 13-0265. 



Date: ZF^^/^M^yZO o^ 



Respectfully subnaitted, 




David B. Cupar, Reg. No. 47,510 

McDonald hopkins co., l.p.a. 

2100 Bank One Center 
600 Superior Avenue, E. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
(216) 430-2036 



{473271:) 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2008. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid QMS control number. 



Substitute for fomi 1449/PTO 



^ Sheet 11 



BNFORDVaATnON DISCLOSURE 
STATEiWJENT BY APPLDCAMT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 

I h 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/698,337 



10/31/03 



JOHNNY M. HICKMAN 



NOT YET ASSIGNED 



NOT YET ASSIGNED 



Attorney Docket Number [18794-00062 (formerly 18Z 84/00094) 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 

Initials' 


Cite 
No.^ 


Dor*i imont Kit imKor 


Publicfltinn DfitA 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Applicant of Cited Document 


r^ay6£>i vHJiurnriOi Linsof vvriQie 

Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code^"*""^ 






1,281,454 


10/15/18 


White 








2,231 ,480 


02/11/41 


Pilger 








3,593,000 




Forma 








3,679,509 


07/25/72 


Fielibeil 








3,947,307 


Oo/30/7d 


Buchscheidt 








^^"4,063,990 


12/20/77 


Volz et al. 








us- 4,41 1,720 


10/26/83 


Sager 








us- 4,508,581 


04/02/85 


Rohringer 








us-4 514 612 


04/30/85 


Nied 








us- 4,595,435 


06/17/86 


Rohringer 








us- 4,728,769 


03/01/88 


Nlshiwaki 








us- 5, 152,438 


10/06/92 


Gordon et al. 








us- 5,244,520 


09/14/93 


Gordon et al, 








us- 5,816,472 


10/06/98 


Linn 








us- 5,922.170 


07/13/99 


Gerdes et al, 








us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MIVI-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code'-Number*-Kincl Code'(flr*nown) 
















































































r- 



^ Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this fotm with next communication to applicant. ^ Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^ See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.oov or MPEP 901.04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of Information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The Information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete. 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fomn to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this fonn and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Infonnation Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



